
RICHMOND          VIRGINIA 

BACKLASH
(Commentary from the Board of Directors)

March Membership Meeting –
Carl Herring on Crappie Fishing

Widely known crappie-fishing expert Carl Herring will be our
guest speaker on March 27th.  His talk will feature the where,
how and when of crappie fishing.  Get those questions ready
for this expert angler to answer.

Six Pack of Shad Flies to Be Part of March Meeting Raffle

A second raffle item has been added to the raffle to be held
at the March Membership Meeting.  Robert Thomas has
generously donated six hand-tied shad flies for use in the
monthly raffle for the March meeting.  The first raffle item
will be the regular $25.00 Gift Certificate donated by Green
Top Sporting Goods.  With the closing of Fly Fish The World,
the $25.00 gift card donated by FFTW will no longer be part
of the regular monthly auction.

Annual Scale Certifications Continue at March Meeting

Weigh master Larry Allen and his crew of talented assistants
will be at the March Membership Meeting ready to certify
your scales for the 2007 Angling Year.  Bring your scales in
a Ziploc® style bag with your name on or in the bag.  Give
the bag and scales to Larry and your scales will be certified
by the end of the meeting.  IGFA certification requires a special
request.

SPECIAL DEAL - Held Over by Popular Demand:
$2.00 VAC Mug Night

Country Store Keeper Eddy Johnston will again offer the
stunning Official Virginia Anglers Club mugs at the rock
bottom price of $2.00 each.  The mugs hold hot or cold
beverages and their construction helps maintain the temperature
and quality of their contents.  These mugs are the identical
mugs presented to the speakers at our monthly meetings.

March 2007
March Membership Meeting:

‘‘Carl Herring on Crappie Fishing’’
Tuesday, March 27, 2007 at 7:00 PM

Skilligalee Restaurant
(Glenside Ave, just north of Broad Street).

[Come early (5:30 PM) and enjoy good
fellowship over dinner from the menu]

Dues Must Be Current to Have Catches Recognized

Members must be current in their dues to have entry cards
accepted for catches made on or after March 1, 2007.  Once
the dues are made current, catches made on or after the date
the dues are paid, will be counted.  If you received an
invoice for dues in the mail around the first of February,
you dues were at least 2 months overdue at that time of
receipt. As of this writing, 16 members have not paid their
2007 dues.

Special Raffle - Blackwater / Nottoway River Atlas

A copy of The Blackwater, Nottoway and Mehherrin River
Atlas will be raffled at the April Membership Meeting.
Chances go on sale at the March Membership meeting.
The Atlas contains an account of the history, legends and
stories of the Blackwater, Nottoway and Mehherrin Rivers,
which are included in the Chowan Watershed.  The 91-page
atlas contains detailed maps of the area and will be available
for inspection at the March Membership Meeting. Scott
Johnston has generously donated this volume for use as a
special raffle item.

DGIF Outdoor Report Now Available to Everyone
Via Email

DGIF’s new Outdoor Report is now available exclusively
through a free e-mail subscription.  Simply go to DGIF’s
website home page at www.dgif.virginia.gov and follow
the link at the top of the page to subscribe to the new
Outdoor Report.

The Outdoor Report will be delivered by e-mail and offers
the latest outdoor news, upcoming events, and subjects of
interest to outdoor enthusiasts.

For the Leadership Team
John Wetlalufer, Sr.
President

Want to get your Newsletter earlier and in color?      Sign up for email delivery by contacting mike@jamesriverfishing.com
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               When you check the awards leaders, club records and lunker lists you will notice that new entries are
                   being recorded in bold type for your ease of identification. I will continue that practice in the coming
                  months. Please contact me if you believe I have overlooked an award leader or club record or have
                 some data wrong on an entry you have submitted. It does occasionally happen as evidenced by 4 club
records that didn’t make the club record sheet last year. They were:

W. S. JOHNSTON, GAR, ALL, 15-0, 6 SPIN, 327 POINTS, 11/28/06, CHIPPOKES CREEK, VA., BASS ASSASSIN
 
W. S. JOHNSTON, SPOT, 0-10, 8 FLY, 138 POINTS, 6/13/06, PIANKATANK RIVER, VA.,  CLOUSER
 
S. LUTEREK, FLATHEAD CATFISH, 22-0, 16 GEN, 151 POINTS, 9/28/06, JAMES RIVER, VA.,  LIVE BAIT
 
S. LUTEREK, WALLEYE,  9-6, 12 GEN, 236 POINTS, 7/30/06, LAKE ERIE, NY.,  WORM

Well the freshwater entry cards are starting to flow in as the yellow perch season
was really a great one in several different locations. Eddy Johnston whipped out
his fly rod at the Chickahominy River dam on 2/24/07 and caught a 9oz and 14oz
perch on 2 fly and threw in a 13oz. one on 2 spin for good measure. Mike Cline,
Robbie Robinson  and I fished Yarmouth Creek and the Chickahominy River numerous
times during February and March with real good success. Mike’s best was a 1lb. 3
oz on 2 plug for 312 points. I had the new specie leader with a 1lb. 6 oz on 2 spin
for 361 points and a 1lb. 4oz. on 2 plug for 328 points and a new club record. Scott
Johnston and Lynn Spurlin may have had the best trip of the year and kept it under
wraps! Lynn took over the lunker lead with a yellow perch that tied the club record
on 4 spin of 1lb. 10oz. for 353 points and then for good measure he caught a new
club record 1lb. 8oz. yellow perch on 6 spin for 272 points. Tony Horsley under the
watchful tutoring of Bob Shepherd caught a 12oz. perch on 2 spin for 197 points
and Bob had a 1-0 on 2 spin for 263 points and a 1-2 on 2 plug for 296 points.

While yellow perch fishing, club members occasionally catch other good fish. Eddy
Johnston had a 1lb. 8oz. crappie on 2 spin for 238 points and the new specie lead.
Lynn Spurlin topped off his great yellow perch day with a 4lb. 9oz. large mouth
bass on 4 spin for 228 points. Mike Cline caught a 5lb. 4oz. bowfin on 2 plug for
262 points. I had a carp that weighed 8lb. 14oz. on 2 spin for 277 points and a 6lb.
4oz. bowfin for 312 points. Both of my fish are new specie leaders. Tony Horsley
caught a 4lb. bowfin on 2 spin for 200 points. Scott Johnston had a new club record
bowfin of 2lb. 11oz. on 2 fly for 167 points. I saw Bill Duval hook 3 bowfin on one
trip to the Chick with me and unfortunately all 3 either broke or spit the hooks. Yes
folks Bill does occasionally fish in the sweet water. And yes the bowfin
fishing at the Chickahominy dam has been pretty good this year.

Speaking of Mr. Duval, Bill went on a club record setting tear while
in Key West, Florida during February. He set 4 cero mackerel records
with a 3lb. on 6 spin for 120 points, 5lb. on 4 spin for 250 points, a
6lb. 4oz. on 4 general for 250 points and a 6lb. on 12 general for 120
points. If that wasn’t enough Bill decided to knock off another (red)
grouper record with a 7lb. on 16 general for 112 points.

Stuart Lee took a trip with Brian Horsley and Sarah Gardner to
Golfito, Costa Rica and enjoyed the experience of catching pacific
sailfish on fly. Stuart’s master angler skill came in handy as he landed
and released a sail over 100 lbs on 20lb tippet fly for 500 points.

Bob Shepherd has been telling us for years that he goes to New Orleans
at Mardi Gras time on company business. Generally he comes back
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CATCHY COMMENTS
By Elly Robinson

Continued on Page 3...

Mike Cline with his 1-3
Yellow Perch on 2 Plug

Stuart Lee with Sailfish on Fly
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CATCHY COMMENTS continued from Page 2.

with tales of riding on floats and throwing beads and drinking
diet cokes on Bourbon Street.  This year he tried the same
story but then messed up by turning in a card that says he
caught a 12lb. 8oz. red drum on 12 fly for 156 points while
fishing out of Venice. Maybe Bob was on monkey business!

Well that’s it for this month. My fearless prediction is that
the column next month will be dominated by lots of hickory
and American shad catches, white perch as well as the first
croaker catches. Maybe a big black sea bass and our clubs
first blueline tilefish will make the news also.

February Angler of the Month
The Angler of the Month competition for the February
membership meeting encompasses entries from the start of
the angling year on December 1st 2006. Generally freshwater
species rule the roost and for the last several years Johns
Creek trout have taken all the money spots – but not this
year. Johns Creek is history and the striped bass fishery in
Virginia has been nothing short of fantastic. Five different
anglers submitted 6 entries. The top 3 highest point entries
are counted toward the Ken Kinnard Angler of the Year
award (most cumulative points in Angler of the Month
competition).

Eddy Johnston’s 14oz. yellow perch on 2 fly for 291 points
came in 6th.

Fred Cousins, last years runner up in the Ken Kinnard AOY
competition, had a 5th place 12lb. gar on 2 plug for 436
points and a 4th place 6lb. 14oz. large mouth bass on 2 spin
for 458 points.

Bob Shepherd came in 3rd place with a 55lb. blue catfish
on 6 general for 517 points.

Bruce Henderson finished in 2nd place with a 38lb. striped
bass on 4 general worth 633 points finished.

Elly Robinson took 1st place with a 39lb. striped bass on 4
general worth 650 points.

Do You Still Want to Have 4-Wheel
Access to the NC Beaches at Cape
Hatteras?
Plans are currently being made to restrict Off Road Vehicle
(ORV) access to the beaches at the Cape Hatteras National
Seashore Park. If you wish to continue the tradition of being
able to drive on the beaches (to have access to surf fishing
sites), you should make your feelings known to the
Superintendent of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore Park.
A personal E-mail to him citing your continued support of
ORV access to the beach can help continue this right that is
being threatened by some environmental groups with lawsuits
aimed at denying all access to any part of the beach.
 
VAC members can e-mail Mr. Mike Murray at the following:
Mike_Murray@NPS.gov

Please take the time to let him know your feelings in continued
support of our having access to drive on the beach to our
surf fishing sites!

New Virginia Anglers Club “T” Shirts
Bob and Leah Shepherd have revised the artwork for the
VAC T-shirt.  The shirts will be printed soon.  Only limited
numbers will be printed, then they will disappear until demand
warrants the expense involved in doing another printing.  To
make sure you get the shirt in the size and color you want,
advanced orders will be taken.  Place your order NOW by
forwarding an order along with a check for the appropriate
amount to Eddy Johnston, 3312 Stuart Avenue, Richmond,
VA  23221.

Please indicate 1) the number of shirts, 2) the size (S through
XXL), 3) the color (White, Lt. Blue, Lt. Gray), and 4) with
or without a pocket (add $2/shirt with pocket).

The approximate price for the shirts will be ~ $16 each ($18
for shirts with a pocket).  Refunds will be made or additional
payments requested once the exact price of the shirts has
been determined.

Bay Fishing Seminar - March 24, 2007
Chesapeake Angler Magazine and the Northern Neck Anglers
Club will host this annual fishing seminar featuring six
speakers focusing on fishing different areas of the lower
Bay.  Preregistration suggested.  Northumberland County
Community Center, Wicomico Church, VA, 8 a.m.
Phone: 804-436-1523.



Location:

Awards:

Report in:

Chairman:

Comments:

Nottoway Shad Grab Bag
Fri, March 23rd to Sun, April 1st (10 days)

Nottoway River

1 cup highest point American Shad
    ( 100 pts. min )
1 cup Hickory Shad
    ( 100pts.min )
1 cup other species
    ( 100 pts.min. )
1 cup Overall Angler - Most cumulative
points for 1 entry from each tackle division.
(spin, fly, general, & spin, any specie).
    ( 100 points min. no release points can
be used for Overall Angler, species may be
duplicated. )

Call chairman within 5 days of conclusion
of tournament.
Email Dean your entries:
tdwinstead@yahoo.com

Dean Winstead  - Work: 804-383-2867
(Leave entries on answering machine with:
Name/Species/Weight/Tackle class/
Line weight/Points)

The Nottoway River is a tributary of the
Chowan River, so American Shad are legal
to possess. The Franklin area of the Nottoway
river is the best for the early Shad run.
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Location:

Awards:

Report in:

Chairman:

James River
Hickory Shad and White Perch
Sat-Sun, April 7 & 8, 2007
and Sat-Sun, April 14 & 15, 2007

James River

1  cup highest point Hickory Shad on Fly.
    ( 100 pt. min.)
1  cup highest point Hickory Shad other
than Fly.
    ( 100 pt.min.)
1  cup highest point White Perch on Fly.
    (100 pt. min.)
1  cup highest point White Perch other
than Fly.
    (100 pt.min.)

Call Bruce Henderson within 5 days:
804-266-3910

Gary Martel

ANGLER                           FIRSTS      SECONDS      THIRDS        PLACES       POINTS              AVERAGE

ELLY ROBINSON 1 0 0 1 650 650
BRUCE HENDERSON 0 1 0 1 633 633
BOB SHEPHERD 0 0 1 1 517 517

TOTALS 1 1 1 3 1800 600

C.V. KINNARD AWARD COMPETITION  -  2007
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CHANGE
 YEAR

From Rt. 13
Turn east onto S. Bayside Road (at light where opposite
direction is Cape Charles). Proceed to Sunnyside Road
and turn right. Go a bit over a mile and turn right onto
Seaside Road. Go one half mile and turn left on Narrow
Channel Drive. Go about 50 yards, driveway on right to
log home with green roof.

TOURNAMENT:
Eastern Shore Flounder
Sat-Sun, April 21 & 22, 2007 and Sat-Sun, April 27 & 28, 2007

Angling Hours:

Location:

Awards:

Tips:

Regulations:

Cookout:

Chairman:

Directions to
Cookout:

All daylight hours except for Saturday, April 21st, angling will end at 6:00 PM to allow for cookout.

Boat launch anywhere on the Virginia Eastern Shore

1 cup highest point Flounder  ( 100 pts. min.)
1 cup for the heaviest Flounder on any tackle (jungle rules)  ( 100 pts. min.)
1 cup highest point “Other Species”  ( 100 pts. min.)

•  Look for clean, warm water.
•  On outgoing tide, look for areas where water from flats or creeks that has warmed during high tide

is draining into deeper hole.
•  In the spring, the flounder can be very shallow in order to warm themselves in the sun.  Light jigs

dressed with some scent producing substance such as squid, Fish Bites or Gulp should be very effective
in shallow water.

New flounder regulations require flounder to be 18.5 inches to be kept with a limit of 5 per person per
day.  Flounder too short to keep can be weighed and released.

Mike Ostrander will be hosting a cookout at his father’s new residence near the Oyster boat ramp.  The
cookout will begin at 6:30 PM on Saturday 4/21.  Please let Bob or Mike know if you plan on attending
so ample food can be purchased.  For directions to the cook out, please contact Bob Shepherd or Mike.

Bob Shepherd
Work: 323-6124        Cell: 241-0870
email: bshepherd@medivisuals.com

From the Oyster Boatramp
Backtrack to Sunnyside Rd and turn right.
Go a quarter mile and turn left onto Seaside
Road.  Go one half mile and turn left on
Narrow Channel Drive. Go about 50 yards,
driveway on right to log home with green
roof.

Google Maps
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VIRGINIA ANGLERS CLUB - 3/13/07
SPECIES ANGLER WEIGHT LN DIV. PTS DATE LOCATION BAIT

2007 SPECIES LEADERS - SALTWATER

BASS, STRIPED E. S. ROBINSON 39-0 4 GEN 650 12/29/06 CAPE CHARLES, VA EEL
BLUEFISH BOB BROWN 12-0 8 SPIN 200 12/17/06 CHES BAY, VA STORM JIG
SEATROUT, SPOTTED M. KODROFF 2-4 6 SURF 112 12/13/06 KITTY HAWK, NC GRUB

2007 SPECIES LEADERS - FRESHWATER

BASS, LARGEMOUTH F. COUSINS 6-14 2 SPIN 458 12/28/06 PRIVATE POND, VA WORM
BOWFIN E. S. ROBINSON 6-4 2 PLUG 312 3/8/07 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA SILVER BUDDY
CARP E. S. ROBINSON 8-14 2 SPIN 277 2/24/07 YARMOUTH CREEK, VA. JIG GRUB
CATFISH, BLUE B. SHEPHERD 55-0 6 GEN 517 1/14/07 JAMES RIVER, VA CUT SHAD
CRAPPIE E. S. JOHNSTON 1-8 2 SPIN 238 2/24/07 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA JIG
GAR, ALL F. COUSINS 12-0 2 PLUG 436 12/6/06 JAMES RIVER, VA GRUB
PERCH, WHITE ROB ROBINSON 1-0 2 SPIN 263 2/10/07 ELIZABETH RIVER, VA GRUB
PERCH, YELLOW E. S. ROBINSON 1-6 2 SPIN 361 2/24/07 YARMOUTH CREEK, VA. JIG GRUB
PICKERAL, CHAIN W. S. JOHNSTON 2-1 2 FLY 257 12/29/06 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA FLY

2007 DIVISION LEADERS - SALTWATER

BASS, STRIPED E. S. ROBINSON 39-0 4 GEN 650 12/29/06 CAPE CHARLES, VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED BOB BROWN 26-0 8 SPIN 325 12/17/06 CHES BAY, VA STORM JIG
BASS, STRIPED S. C. LEE 26-8 16 FLY 265 12/17/06 CAPE CHARLES, VA DECEIVER
SEATROUT, SPOTTED M. KODROFF 2-4 6 SURF 112 12/13/06 KITTY HAWK, NC GRUB

2007 DIVISION LEADERS - FRESHWATER

CATFISH, BLUE B. SHEPHERD 55-0 6 GEN 517 1/14/07 JAMES RIVER, VA CUT SHAD
GAR, ALL F. COUSINS 12-0 2 PLUG 436 12/6/06 JAMES RIVER, VA GRUB
PICKERAL, CHAIN W. S. JOHNSTON 2-1 2 FLY 257 12/29/06 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA FLY
BASS, LARGEMOUTH F. COUSINS 6-14 2 SPIN 458 12/28/06 PRIVATE POND, VA WORM

NEW CLUB RECORDS - SALTWATER

BASS, STRIPED B. HENDERSON 38-0 4 GEN 633 12/18/06 OFF CONCRETE SHIPS, VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED E. S. ROBINSON 39-0 4 GEN 650 12/29/06 CAPE CHARLES, VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED E. S. ROBINSON 34-8 8 GEN 383 1/13/07 OFF SMITH ISLAND, VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED E. S. ROBINSON 31-0 8 GEN 344 12/18/06 CAPE CHARLES, VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED S. C. LEE 42-0 16 GEN 262 12/24/06 CAPE CHARLES, VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED S. C. LEE 26-8 16 FLY 265 12/17/06 CAPE CHARLES, VA DECEIVER
BASS, STRIPED T. HENDERSON 39-0 6 GEN 520 12/21/06 CHES BAY , VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED BOB BROWN 26-0 8 SPIN 325 12/17/06 CHES BAY , VA EEL
BASS, STRIPED S.C. LEE 28-0 12 SPIN 233 1/14/07 OFF QUIMBY, VA BUCKTAIL
GROUPER, OTHER W.B.DUVAL 7-0 16 FLY 166 1/22/07 KEY WEST, FLA DECEIVER
WAHOO W.B.DUVAL 65-8 16 GEN 284 12/23/06 KEY WEST, FLA LIVE SPEEDO
MACKEREL, CERO W. B. DUVAL 3-0 6 SPIN 120 2/17/07 KEY WEST, FLA YOZURI PLUG
MACKEREL, CERO W. B. DUVAL 5-0 4 SPIN 250 2/17/07 KEY WEST, FLA YOZURI PLUG
MACKEREL, CERO W. B. DUVAL 6-4 4 GEN 250 2/17/08 KEY WEST, FLA BALLYHOO
GROUPER, OTHER W. B. DUVAL 7-0 16 GEN 112 2/20/07 KEY WEST , FLA PILCHER
MACKEREL, CERO W. B. DUVAL 6-0 12 GEN 120 2/17/07 KEY WEST, FLA BALLYHOO

NEW CLUB RECORDS - FRESHWATER

CATFISH, BLUE S. LUTEREK 56-0 16 GEN 331 12/1/06 JAMES RIVER, VA CUT SHAD
CATFISH, BLUE S. LUTEREK 42-8 20 GEN 219 12/1/06 JAMES RIVER, VA CUT SHAD
CATFISH, BLUE B. SHEPHERD 55-0 6 GEN 517 1/14/07 JAMES RIVER, VA CUT SHAD
YELLOW PERCH E. S. ROBINSON 1-4 2 PLUG 328 3/1/07 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA. CICADA
BOWFIN W. S. JOHNSTON 2-11 2 FLY 167 3/7/07 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA. BLUE FLY
PERCH, YELLOW LYNN SPURLIN 1-11 6 SPIN 272 3/8/07 CHICKAHOMINY RIVER, VA TWISTER TAIL
 

2007 HIGHEST POINT NON-LOCAL CATCHES - SALTWATER

WAHOO W.B.DUVAL 65-8 16 GEN 284 12/23/06 KEY WEST, FLA LIVE SPEEDO
SAILFISH,  ATLANTIC B. L. NOLAND REL 8 GEN 500 1/26/07 ISLA MUJERES, MEXICO BALLYHOO
SAILFISH,  ATLANTIC R. K. DALE REL 8 GEN 500 1/26/07 ISLA MUJERES, MEXICO BALLYHOO
SAILFISH, PACIFIC W.B.DUVAL REL 20 GEN 257 1/28/07 GOLFITO, COSTA RICA LIVE HERRING
GROUPER, OTHER W.B.DUVAL 7-0 16 FLY 166 1/22/07 KEY WEST, FLA DECEIVER
DRUM, RED BOB SHEPHERD 12-8 12 FLY 156 2/19/07 VENICE, LA CLOUSER
MACKEREL, CERO W. B. DUVAL 5-0 4 SPIN 250 2/17/07 KEY WEST, FLA YOZURI PLUG
SAILFISH, PACIFIC S. C. LEE REL 20 FLY 500 3/5/07 GOLFITO, COSTA RICO RAWEY POPPER

2007 HIGHEST POINT NON-LOCAL CATCHES - FRESHWATER

(no entries yet)

2007 TOP SPOUSE CATCHES - SALTWATER & FRESHWATER (LOCAL)

BASS,  STRIPED KATHI SHEFFIELD 40-0 4 GEN 666 12/30/06 KIPTOPEKE, VA EEL (WR)
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NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday, March 27th at Skilligalee Restaurant
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