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SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, September 28th, 2021

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM  Membership meeting  
This will be a virtual (Zoom) meeting link listed 

below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89892556022?pwd=YT
R1aVduNlBreFJsZkFiUnE3T1RGUT09

I M P O R TA N T !
2021 VAC Scale Certification

Due to the pandemic, the following is in effect 
for the upcoming year:

All scales certified in 2020 are valid through 
2021.

If you have an electronic scale, please change 
your batteries before weighing fish this year.

If you have new scales, or scales that need 
certifying (not certified in 2020) it is your 
responsibility to get your scales to a weigh 

master.

Please contact the following to arrange for your 
scales to be certified.

Larry Allen:   allenhouse75@comcast.net
Ryan Noland:   ryan.n.noland@usa.dupont.com

Danny Noland:   danny6749@aol.com

How to Join a Zoom Meeting
Email link:
 
1.  You will receive an email invitation from the 
meeting host

2.  Click on the link in the email (join via PC, Mac, 
iOS or Android)

3.  You will be directed to the meeting

September 2021

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89892556022?pwd=YTR1aVduNlBreFJsZkFiUnE3T1RGUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89892556022?pwd=YTR1aVduNlBreFJsZkFiUnE3T1RGUT09
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PROGRAMS

September 28, 2021.  7:00PM (ZOOM Meeting)
Bill Goldsborough & Allison Colden: The History of Menhaden Management in the Chesapeake and Along the 
Atlantic Coast
Bill Goldsborough retired in 2018 after a long career as Senior Fisheries Scientist with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
(CBF), during which he was directly involved in management of rockfish during and after the moratorium of the late 1980s, 
as well as menhaden management and oyster restoration beginning in the 1990s.  In the late ‘90s and the 2000s, he served 
with distinction for ten years as Maryland’s Governor’s Appointee (citizen) on the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion (ASMFC), sitting on both the Striped Bass and Menhaden Management Boards.  Bill will share a timeline of the history 
of menhaden from its very beginnings as a new Chesapeake fishery in the 1870s to a point about three years ago.  Dr. Allison 
Colden, CBF’s Maryland Fisheries Scientist, holds a Ph.D. in oyster research from VIMS and the proxy seat for Maryland’s 
Legislative Appointee on ASMFC’s Menhaden Management Board.  She has been an active voting member of that board for 
the last three years and will share how things have changed over that time.  They will speak from CBF’s broad point of view 
on conservation of both species, including comments about ASMFC’s role in Chesapeake fisheries management. 

 
October 26, 2021.  7:00PM (Bass Pro Shops)
Pat Geer, Chief of Fisheries at the Virginia Marine Resources Commission
As Virginia’s marine fisheries chief, Pat has a seat on ASMFC’s Menhaden and Striped Bass Management Boards.  He will 
update us on the VMRC, menhaden management, and commercial electrofishing of blue catfish.  He will also answer ques-
tions about your favorite saltwater species, such as cobia, speckled trout, and rockfish.  Pat will speak from the point of view 
of state government management of marine fisheries.

 
November 23, 2021.  7:00PM (Location TBD)
John Bello, Government Affairs Chair, Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association (VSSA)
John Bello, a retired businessman and dedicated surf angler from Ashburn, Virginia, has been involved with Chesapeake Bay 
fisheries management since he helped co-found the Coastal Conservation Association’s Northern Virginia Chapter in the late 
1990s.  He was one of the founders of VSSA in 2015 as an umbrella group that serves as a voice for private citizens who are 
members of Virginia’s historic independent fishing clubs (including ours).  John has been especially active in the past several 
years representing Virginia’s anglers in menhaden and rockfish management at VMRC and ASMFC.    

PREVIOUS PROGRAMS
The ZOOM video links from previous membership meetings are located on web page under the Videos tab 

(Speaker and Educational Videos).

UPCOMING EXPEDITIONS
October 2nd – Speckled Trout Trip – This is a small boat/Kayak expedition on the Back River in Hampton VA.
We will meet at the public boat ramp at Wallace’s Bait and Tackle (365 Dandy Point Rd, Hampton VA 23664) at 
6:30am. We will be fishing the outgoing tide with high tide at 6:24am and low tide at 12:29pm. The target fish will 
be Speckled trout with Puppy drum, and flounder also available. 
Contact Carter Clevinger (carter.clevinger@dominionenergy.com) if you plan to attend and details.   

Dec. 20th and 21st – Trout trip to Cedar Springs Trout farm.  You can sign up for either day or both, but space 
is limited.  Contact Frank Hart (teach2hart@aol.com) for details and to sign up.



   

President’s Message
September 2021
Programs are a backbone of the Virginia Anglers Club, and the lure, for many, to attend membership meetings. 
The VAC has a long and storied history of presenters that have shared angling stories, tactics and how-to’s. Our 
stage has also hosted a number of Conservation & Legislation stewards and leaders sharing their passion for 
fish, the environment and the importance of voices and action. 

Often times, a speaker’s schedule is hard to align and we just miss the boat. Coordination takes years sometimes 
for a presentation to happen, and fortunately, to cap off a challenging year, the VAC has a trio of programs that 
hit the regional C&L buttons; Virginia Marine Resources Commission, Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Asso-
ciation and the big one … Menhaden.

With menhaden continuing to be a topic worthy of passionate angler’s attention, voices and action, the VAC will 
close out 2021 with a Virginia Saltwater BANG! 

On September 28, Bill Goldsborough & Allison Colden will present The History of Menhaden. Due to the 
distance Allison & Bill are from Richmond this meeting will probably be through Zoom.  Bill will share 
a timeline of the history of menhaden from it’s very beginnings as a new fishery in the Bay to a point in time 
about three years ago. Allison will then will then discuss the last three years.

On October 26, Pat Geer, Chief of Fisheries for the Virginia Marine Resources Commission will update us on 
the VMRC, Menhaden, commercial electrofishing of blue catfish and answer questions about your favorite salt-
water species.

On November 23, John Bello, Government Affairs Chairman, VA Saltwater Sportfishing Association will pres-
ent on his work with menhaden, VMRC and ASMFC from the angler’s perspective.

Development of ‘best practices’ for our communications is an ongoing process. Zoom will, again, play a role in 
the future communications for the VAC. The goal is to utilize Zoom when needed for meetings, but ideally to 
use as a regular tool so out of town members and those who could not make a meeting can view our programs.

Facebook is rolling along, gaining members and continuing to promote conservation and angling interest. Carter 
Clevinger and posting members are doing an outstanding job with this. Click here to check it out.

We have a “changing of the guard” with the Newsletter in 2022. Our newsletter Editor Rob Choi will be giving 
up his newsletter responsibilities and passing them on to new member, Lynda Richardson.  Thank you, Rob, for 
your dedication to the newsletter over the past many years and keeping everyone informed.

Coming soon to a membership meeting near you … look for the return of the “Country Store”. New member 
Scott Anderson has agreed to take the reins, with the VAC T-shirts Stuart Lee has been working on as the first 
available item. We plan to stock VAC hats soon and ideas are always appreciated. Thanks to Scott for bringing 
back a lost treasure of the club.

Speaking of “treasures of the club”, the creation of videos of older members sharing their fishing stories and 
club experiences is on the front burner. Right now, we are looking for two more members willing to help get 
this project rolling. Some computer experience is helpful. If interested … please contact me. This is a great way 
to connect the club to the past forever and meet some of the best anglers in Central Virginia and beyond. As 
always, Happy Fishing and take care.

Mike Ostrander
Virginia Anglers Club
President
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/4649184105099109


By Mike Ostrander and Frank Hart

Frank Hart and I spent ten days on the upper James River this past August. New VAC member Scott Anderson drove us, 
our gear and the Tripper (our canoe) to the headwaters of the James in Iron Gate, VA. The three of us paddled and wade 
fished upriver (about a mile) to the confluence of the Cowpasture River and the Jackson River. We found the upper most 
point where the clean waters of the Cowpasture mixed with the turbid waters of the Jackson, each of us put one hand in 
both tributaries, drank a beer, turned and wade fished back to the Tripper a few hundred yards downstream. After a few 
hours of enjoying the expedition, Scott jumped in the truck and headed back to Richmond while Frank and I began our 
adventure down the James.
Our plan was to fish our way to the Snowden boat ramp, 68 miles downriver. On the morning of day five, we rose up, 
fished the pre-sunrise hour and broke camp on the small island bordered by different waters on either side. One side had 
a 100-yard-long rapid with eddies mixed along both sides and was full of smallmouth bass. The other side was a long, 
slow deep-water hole with strong musky potential. We caught a pile of smallmouth bass, sunfish and fallfish and tried for 
musky but to no avail. The most interesting catch was Frank’s 1-4 Northern Hogsucker. Once the canoe was loaded, we 
began to fish and drift downriver. A short distance away, we saw a big green sign strapped to a sycamore tree announcing 
the “river mile” we had traveled thus far from the headwaters. Our ten-day target was 68 miles and five days in, shining in 
the mid-morning sun we drifted past, “Mile 5”. We chuckled and agreed that we had been fishing the way we wanted to … 
tirelessly, from sunup to sundown … and if 68 miles was not in the cards, we’d just take out wherever we happened to be 
on day ten. 
Over those first five days Frank figured out the smallmouth bass pretty well, and most of the 12-14” fish, were tight on 
structure, and a senko worm, rigged weightless did the trick. The senko worms we used were made by new VAC member 
Cliff Phipps and commented often how much better his baits fished than other store-bought soft plastics. We landed one 
musky on day three that hit a glide bait, and missed a few others, including a colossal musky that bit through 80-pound 
leader. It was disheartening to lose a fish like that, but we did see it, and it truly was an upper James Sasquatch.
The next two days we tore up smallmouth bass, sunfish and rock bass with an occasional musky follow. We fished incred-
ible water day after day, witnessed countless wildlife sightings, listened to the wild day and night and fully enjoyed each 
other’s passion for fishing. At one point, we were in one of the best-looking locations to fish. The river twinkled with 
oxygen bubbles from a couple of shaded streams dumping in cooler water, and strong currents running through hole after 
hole with ridges, deep water and currents breaks. It was outstanding, except for the fact that it was a Saturday morning 
about 11am, and a local livery had loaded 150 people in canoes, kayaks, and tubes. Ack! We were in an 18’ canoe packed 
to the gills with 600 pounds of food, beer, ice, camping and fishing gear, trying to weave our way through like a cheap 
video game. We made a decision to paddle past every last river floater and make way far enough that we could slow down 
and fish at the pace we had been enjoying in the peace and quiet we had grown accustomed to.
Much later in the day we paddled though a couple of class I and class II rapids and found ourselves in an area that looked 
like a place you never want to leave. We both landed a musky and missed a couple more. The smallmouth fishing was 
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Ten Days on the Upper James River
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good and we thought, “Wow! Let’s camp here!” We ended up camping there for two days, and that first night at “Musky 
Town” (as we called this spot) the rains that had been missing us every afternoon and evening finally caught up with us. 
Not in the form of actual precipitation, but in the form of river rise and muddy water. The rain that had fallen in the up-
per watershed caused the river to rise over a foot and become muddy ... too turbid to fish anything but topwater and the 
smallmouth did not want to hit on the surface. “Musky Town” did not disappoint, even in the muddy water, as we both 
managed a musky each in the cloudy water. The muddied water was pretty much the end of our catching until the last day 
as we ended up paddling more and more each day, searching for another “Musky Town”. 

On day ten, our extraction day, the river cleared enough to begin catch-
ing smallmouth bass. We found a couple streams where clear water 
flowed into the river and were able to catch a few fish around those 
confluences. We wade fished the creeks and caught suckers, fallfish, 
and a few small bass. About 7:30pm that evening, new VAC member 
(my wife) Lynda Richardson picked us up at the Arcadia boat ramp, 
about 48 miles downriver from our starting point. We reflected on the 
trip and shared stories on the ride back, and before we knew it we were 
back, safe at home in Richmond. It was a trip of a lifetime. I cannot 
wait for the next one.
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Fish of the Month (August)

Freshwater (points)     Saltwater (points)
R Hart         W Mosley
Muskellunge 19lbs 14oz     Cobia 11lbs 0oz
8 Gen 265pts      6 spin 157pts    
Freshwater (weight)     Saltwater (weight)
R Hart       W Mosley  
Muskellunge               Cobia  
19lbs        11lbs 0oz

REMINDER - The VAC Has a Facebook Page Now – Go Take a Look!
You can visit the VAC Facebook page for a look by clicking on: 

https://www.facebook.com/vaanglers/

VAC ANGLING RULES QUESTIONS?
Do you have a question concerning angling rules? If so, email your questions to Fred Cousins (cousinsf1@veri-
zon.net). Fred will address questions during the next general membership meeting

VAC ANGLING RULES SUGGESTIONS
Fred Cousins, Angling Rules Chairman, is accepting considerations you have for angling rules. Any suggestions 
should be submitted to him by October 1, 2021. His email is cousinsf1@verizon.net

FOR SCALE CERTIFICATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
Larry Allen at: (804)781-0907 (H), (804)241-3706 (C) or allenhouse75@comcast.net

Ryan Noland at: (804)658-1955 (H), (894)896-4178 (C) or ryan.n.noland@usa.dupont.com
 
Please remember to be sure your scales are in working order, the barrels are oil free, and are placed in a Zip-Loc 
type re-sealable plastic bag with your name written on the outside.

***VIRGINIA WILDLIFE CALENDERS FUNDRAISER**
The Virginia Wildlife Calendars are here! The cost for the calendars this year remains at $8 each 
and is HALF of the current retail price. These calendars are available for members to purchase 
or to sell for the club’s fundraiser. 

Contact Don West with your order at (804-897-8723).  
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I would like to welcome Captain Chris Dollar, David Howard, and Scott Anderson as the newest members of 
the Virginia Anglers Club.  

Chris Dollar, a licensed U.S. Coast Guard Captain, is also an outdoors columnist, and owner of Tacklecove.com.  
Chris specializes in fly and light tackle fishing, either by boat or kayak and has more than 25 years’ experience 
on the Bay.   

David Howard has been fishing Northern Virginia his entire life and is currently pursuing the DWR Master 
Angler V status.  David has 19 unique species citations to date.  In addition to the Master Angler program, he is 
attempting to catch a trophy fish in all 50 states.  

Scott Anderson grew up pond fishing the eastern shore of Delaware where he caught his personal best Large-
mouth at the age of seven.  Scott’s membership goals include learning about new species, how to better con-
serve our fishing resources, and to become a better more rounded angler.  

Please join me in welcoming these new members to the Virginia Anglers Club. 

Scott AndersonCaptain Chris Dollar

David Howard
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Gary Martel

Clifford Phillips

Frank Hart

Recent 
Catches
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Mike Ostrander

Lynda Richardson (John Muir Wilderness California)

Lady fish caught in Net at Deep Bottom
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Grant Alvis

Terry Midkiff

Carter Clevinger

Mark Horner
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Fred Murray Bob Brown

Jack Grabenstein with a 
Bolivia freshwater Slam!
(Golden Dorado, Pecu, & 

Yatorama)

Bill Gallash Skipping Bug
(Photo by John Wetlaufer)
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