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In This Issue...

JONATHAN HARRIS
District Fisheries Biologist

An Informal Discussion of the James River Smallmouth 
Bass Fishery

District Fisheries Biologist, Johnathan Harris, will give 
updates on the status of smallmouth bass populations in 
the James River, issues with their recruitment, other envi-
ronmental factor limiting their populations, and solutions 
for the future.  The talk will be presented in an informal 
manner where topics can be discussed by the group as 
they are presented.

**SWAP TABLE**

Bring your fishing gear that you want to sell to the 
next membership meeting. Put a price tag on the 
item and let the deals begin, if the item is too large a 
picture will do.   

FOR SCALE CERTIFICATION
PLEASE CONTACT: 

Larry Allen at: (804)781-0907 (H), (804)241-3706 (C) or
allenhouse75@comcast.net
Ryan Noland at:  (804)658-1955 (H), (894)896-4178 (C) 
or ryan.n.noland@usa.dupont.com 
Please be sure your scales are in working order, the barrels 
are oil free and are placed in a Zip-Loc type re-sealable 
plastic bag with your name written on the outside.

Summer time 
fishing!
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AUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, August 27th, 2019

Doors Open at 6:30pm
     7:00 PM – 9:00 PM Membership meeting

VDGIF HEADQUARTERS BUILDING
7870 Villa Park Drive

Henrico County
(DGIF Board of Directors Room)

August 2019



   

Page2 ANNUAL CALENDAR SALE UNDERWAY –
 GET YOUR SUPPLY TO SELL

Special Activities Chairman Don West will have 2020 
DGIF Outdoor Calendars for our annual calendar sale 
at the August Membership Meeting.  The VAC selling 
price remains the same as last year…. $8.00 each.   
Please have your customers lined up and see Don for 
however many calendars you need.  Generous terms 
are available for multiple copy “orders”.  Pay by 
cash, check or word of honor when picking up your 
calendars. 

Don West will personally deliver to you any number 
of 2020 DGIF Outdoor Calendars you will need for 
your sales.  Contact Don at 897-8723 (H), (804 -572-
8268(C) or by E-Mail at donaldleewest@gmail.com, 
and let him know how many copies of the calendars 
you will need and where to deliver them. 

DONNIE EDDLETON

It is with a heavy heart that we inform our customers of the passing of 
one of the driving forces that helped build Green Top. Donnie Eddleton 
passed away peacefully yesterday with his family by his side. Donnie was 
our firearms manager for 39 years and was the heart and soul of our sales 
department. He worked harder than anyone under him and led the way with 
his honesty and integrity. The example he set by his fair and conscientious 
dealings laid the cornerstone of what we were built on and strive to continue 
every day. He will be sorely missed.

NEW MEMBER

Mike self-proclaims that he has a real passion for fishing.  His father, an 
accomplished angler himself, taught him to fish as a child and has been 
“hooked” ever since.  Mike figures he hits the water about 50 -75 times 
each year using his 17’ Bass tracker or his 24’ Pontoon.  He typically fishes 
for largemouth bass but truly enjoys all types of fishing activities for both 
fresh and saltwater.  Mike recently caught a 33# Grass Carp on 8# test using 
medium spinning tackle.  Mike is looking forward to his new VAC member-
ship so he can learn and share fishing experiences, meet other passionate 
anglers, and get his scales certified.  Please join me in welcoming Mike to 
our club.



   

Striped Bass Catch Limit Options: Have Your Say
 

(The following items have been copied from the Chesapeake Bay Magazine’s 
Electronic newsletter, Bay Bulletin, August 2019 issue)

By Karl Blankenship, Bay Journal News Service
East Coast fishery managers are taking comments on a range of options that would slash striped bass harvests by 18% 
compared with 2017 levels as part of an effort to halt overfishing of the iconic Chesapeake Bay species.

The action comes in the wake of a stock assessment released earlier this year that found striped bass — long considered 
a management success story — were being overharvested and their coast wide population was well below targets estab-
lished by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC).

The commission, which represents state fishery managers from along the coast as well as federal agencies, expects to 
adopt new harvest levels at its October meeting. Those changes would be implemented by states next year.

Michael Armstrong of the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, who chairs the commission’s Striped Bass Man-
agement Board, called the proposed reductions “a critical first step to stem overfishing as quickly as possible and begin 
efforts to rebuild the biomass.”

After a population collapse in the 1980s, sharp catch reductions — including a catch moratorium — were credited with 
helping the stock recover, reaching a recent peak around 2003. Since then, the population has gradually declined. The 
cause seems to be a combination of high fishing pressure and a number of years with poor reproduction.

To stem the decline, the commission in 2015 imposed a 25% catch reduction along the coast, and a 20.5% reduction in 
Bay harvests.

But a new stock assessment released earlier this year concluded that action had not halted the decline of striped bass. In 
fact, the harvest had been at or above the overfishing threshold for 13 of the last 15 years, prompting the need for addi-
tional action.

Among the options under consideration:
• Maintaining the status quo
• Imposing an 18% catch reductions for both recreational and commercial harvests, including options that allow 
for changes in minimum size limits, trophy seasons and other changes that would meet the overall goal.
• Enacting a 1.8% reduction in the commercial fishery and a 20% reduction in the recreational fishery. The ratio-
nale is that the commercial fishery is controlled by a quota that keeps catches relatively steady, whereas the recreational 
fishery is governed by size and catch limits, which results in more variability from year to year.
• Requiring the use of circle hooks to reduce mortality of fish that are caught and released. About 9% of striped 
bass die after being released, and a recent analysis found that discard mortality actually exceeded the number of fish kept 
by recreational fishermen.
 
The commercial harvest accounts for only 10% of the total striped bass harvest, though it tends to be concentrated in the 
Chesapeake. ASMFC figures show that 60% of the total commercial harvest, measured by weight, comes from the Bay.

Recreational anglers account for about 90% of the total fishing-related mortality, including fish that die after they are 
caught and released. But recreational fishing is also hugely valuable to the coastal economy, with anglers spending more 
than $6.3 billion annually, according to a study released this year.

States are expected to present the options for adjusting the striped bass harvest during public hearings in August and Sep-
tember, with the commission taking final action in October.
           continues on next page...
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REMINDER - THE VAC HAS A FACEBOOK PAGE NOW 
 GO TAKE A LOOK

You can visit the VAC Facebook page by clicking on: https://www.facebook.com/vaanglers/

continued from previous page...

If enacted, next year’s harvest cuts will still leave the striped bass population below target levels for years to come, and 
fishery managers said further actions could be needed.

But on Aug. 8 the commission decided to postpone consideration of a broader overhaul to its striped bass management 
structure until its meeting next spring.

“This is the first step in a longer process to restore the iconic striped bass fishery in the Chesapeake Bay and along the en-
tire Atlantic Coast,” said Chris Moore, senior regional ecosystem scientist with the nonprofit Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

“Unfortunately, more detailed work to begin rebuilding the striped bass stock was delayed by ASMFC, which postponed 
decisions on a larger overhaul of the fishery management plan until next year.” Moore said.

ASMFC expects to have a document setting forth options in more detail on its website, (click here) by Aug. 19th. Public 
comment will be accepted until 5 p.m. on Sept. 27, 2019.

BOD HIGHLIGHTS
8/13/2019

•  Leadership team is recruiting for next year – come join us at the next meeting. 
•  Do you have suggestions for the Rules Committee? Now is the time to submit them, 2# test is being discussed 
   due to limited availability.
•  Have a program suggestion or a speaker you’d like to hear next year? Send ideas to Mike Ostrander.
•  Don’t forget to bring your money and/or items for sale for the swap table - get rid of some of your old stuff so 
   that you can buy new!

VAC Needs Your Help to Position Us For the Future……

Many on the leadership team would be the first to admit that they are ‘older’, with possibly ‘older’ ideas. The 
interests of our members have changed, with the emphasis shifting from a highly competitive group, to a more 
relaxed atmosphere. We need people to step up to indicate what their vision of the Club should be, and to be a 
part of getting us there. 

What being on the Leadership team means to me -

    Opportunity to make a difference and to give back
    Opportunity to get to know other members better than you would otherwise
    Opportunity to hear more of the stories, tips, and to enjoy the great sense of humor these guys have
    Opportunity to share my ideas, have them listened to, and in many cases, implemented - the acceptance I’ve 
    had from the group has been amazing, and I consider belonging to VAC to be one of the bigger blessings in my 
    life. 
 
Take a chance, and come check us out………

Karen Anderson



Page 5 PROGRAMS AND EXPEDITIONS SCHEDULE FOR 2019
PROGRAMS AND SPEAKERS

August 27:  DGIF Biologist will speak on the current state of smallmouth bass in the James.      
Information on other rivers may also be available such as the New and Shenandoah River. More details to follow.

September 24:  Former Virginia Anglers Club member, and master story teller, Lee Huss will  give a “virtual” program 
on fishing the Nottoway River. For members with  smart phones download “Google Expeditions” before the meeting. 
Lee will have 30 pairs of “virtual reality headsets” to share with everyone. This is an added new twist to the presentation. 
There will also be a normal two-dimensional program running as well for those without a smart phone/cell phone. The 
program will also be running on a TV or overhead projector.  

October 22:   Glenn Carter and Stuart Lee – Achieving VAC Master Angler Status Long-time members present stories 
and how to’s on earning Master Angler

November:  No meeting

December:  No meeting

EXPEDITIONS
 
June 29th: Small River Wade Trip with Mike Ostrander

October 19th Trout Fishing Trip with Eric Webster on the South River in Waynesboro,VA.

CATCH STATISTICS 2019



Grant Alvis with a nice Red Drum

Two photos of Steve Knox grandson Mar-
shall Crocker fishing at Lake Gaston.

Brendan Strum’s son 
with a nice speck!

Carter Clevinger with 
Spanish Mackerel fun!

Frank Hart’s three 5lb 
Bass on four cast.

VAC MEMBERS PICTURESPage 6
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Robert Thomas with a Maury River Smallmouth       
Robert Thomas with a New River Smallmouth       

Stuart with a 
Hound fish.       

Stuart heading out early with the sunrise    

Steve Luterek 
Lake Erie 
Walleye       

Larry Allen 
Speckled Trout 

4lbs 12oz      

Wilson Nobles Speckled 
Trout 4lbs 14oz      
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Jon Boat
- 1970 Sears 14” (by 36” wide) Jon boat and trailer
- Electric motor with battery
- 2 seats

I’m asking $400.00 for the lot.  Anyone interested, please contact Fred 
Cousins.
(804) 740-3238 or cousinsf1@verizon.net



Bulletin Editor: Carter Clevinger, 316-5002

P. O. BOX 70520
Richmond, Virginia 23255

Next Membership Meeting - August 27th


